Communities are no
longer Poles apart

The influx of Eastern European migrants to Cambridgeshire

EADERS of the Polish
community and

Cambridesshire's chier  Created expensive challenges for the county’s authorities. But
now police officers and the Polish community are looking
forward to a new chapter in their relationship. CHRIS
HAVERGAL reports.

constable Julie Spence are
hoping to forge closer links
after a successful summit.

The mest ing In Camburidps was
calied after Poles expressod
concern Mrs Speace’s comments
about e pressures o grat ko
pat an her force could trigeer hate
attacks

She has repeatedly asked for
mOre money 10 mest the costs of
tacikling new sorts of crime, such
as bour and sex trafficking. and
transistion badgets

And although the meeting
ended in anothe 1] for
mcreased Government funding
soth sides sxid their discussions
had boen positive

Mrs Spence saad ~] know that
the vast majority of Polish prople
n Cambridpeshire are pood.
bonest kaw-abiding people. and we

very much welcome thalr
presence | want 10 ensure thelr
weill i

Cambridpesh
ostoem - ou
are closely in
ook lorward o buikling ever
stron relationsh ip
future

"Our mam © 10 M¥g and
the Government has beeny that
with & rapidly growing

wined, having

s in the

p dation, the polico - and other
public service e more
resources toy 1he new

do! s wu faco

Spence, accompan s by

tpe
temdent Rob N e,
also moved to reassure the Po
attending she did pot bedleve there
was o knife culture amony the
county's Enstern European
populathon

Tom Wlodarskl, 2 committes
momber of the city's Bast of
England Polish Community
Organisstion (EEPCO), had askod
for the mooting after clai
Spance's comments wero ¢
undairty singling Poles out and
ralsing tensions

He said be had spoleen strongly
about his conooyna at the meoting,
in the Folish Club on Chesterton
Rood this week

Mr Wilodarski, from 5¢ fves,
=AMk “We clearly exprrossed our
warries aboul how Nrs Spence's
opinions poteatially became the
excnse for ralsing tenslons insido
both host and Polish communities
I hope it wus an eye-opening
mooting for everyone

“1 do appreciate the offorts the
constabulary have put indo
doaling with the increase of
crhmes based on the influx of a
huge number of people Into the
countx

“1 would be blind If I did not seo
that Bt

“We are alresdy planning some
actions which will surely be
usaful in builMing and
maintaining good relationship, &8
well as helping palios to get

Chief Supet

BETTER UNDERSTANDING: From left, Marta Mal and Tom Wioderski. Piclure: Richinr! Pattersan 496183,

employing spocialist stadf had
spared since Buropesn expansion
brought thousands of migrants to
the reghon, fopping £900.000 in
ANNST
Bul last year the
fizure
540,000, with the
employment of a
number of
multilingua
community suppart
officers.
chris havergal
weambridge-nows

proper mformation to the migrant
communities®

EEPCO chairman Marta Maj,
who was aleo at the mosting, said:
"Mrs Spence wis recepl ive to
our Concerns

“She actively listoned
L0 our suggestions about
how we can work in
partership with the
polbos and other
agencias to ansure
better understanding
batween both
communies "

Mrs Spenen's co.uk
requosts for moce
% ame a3 her
for announeed i1 had STRONGER
manoged to slnsh move RELATIONS—S:
than £250,000 from Chied Constable
transiation badgets in Juie Spence.

just one year.
Tho cost of

g

‘The Polish
community
in the county
is held in
high esteem
- our
cultures and
history are
closely
intertwined,
having
shared many
difficult
periods of

history’
Chief Constabic
Julie Spence



